
Brit Tzedek V'Shalom Founding Principles 

As a Jewish organization, Brit Tzedek v'Shalom is deeply 
committed to the well-being of Israel and all of its neighbors. We 
are guided by the mitzvah, or obligation, to pursue peace and 
justice that is rooted in both secular and religious Jewish traditions. 

Our educational, cultural and political projects are based upon our 
love for the Jewish people and our concern for the long-term 
interests of the State of Israel. We are also deeply committed to the 
values of human rights and international law, which reflect our 
love and concern for the well-being of all humanity. 

Brit Tzedek v'Shalom supports the work of Israeli and Palestinian 
organizations that share our principles. We believe that the 
following principles and action are required in order to resolve the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in an equitable and nonviolent way: 

1) A complete end to the Israeli military occupation of the 
territories occupied since 1967 in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip 
and East Jerusalem with border adjustments agreeable to both 
parties. 

2) The establishment of a viable Palestinian state based on the pre-
1967 borders alongside Israel with both states guaranteed the 
ability to maintain secure and recognized boundaries free from 
threats or acts of force. 

3) The establishment and recognition of Jerusalem as the capital of 
both states. Such recognition must also insure unfettered access to 
all religious sites in Israel and in the future Palestinian state to all 
Jews, Muslims and Christians, regardless of the nationality or 
sovereignty of the sites. 

4) A just resolution of the Palestinian refugee problem that takes 
into account the needs and aspirations of both peoples. Such a 



resolution is crucial to achieving a just peace, and therefore must 
acknowledge Israel's share of responsibility for the plight of 
Palestinian refugees while also respecting the special relationship 
between the State of Israel and the Jewish people. 

5) The termination of terrorism and state-initiated violence against 
all individuals with special care being taken to avoid harming 
civilians. We seek to build a future in which both peoples use non-
violent means to resolve social and political inequities. 

6) The evacuation of Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Territories. These settlements are a major obstacle to peace, a 
tremendous financial burden to Israel and do little, if anything, to 
enhance Israel's security. These settlements constantly endanger 
the settlers themselves and the Israeli soldiers sent to defend them, 
and they bring grave harm to the Palestinians living under 
Occupation. We call for bringing safely home to Israel the settlers 
from all settlements except those included as part of a negotiated 
and mutually agreed upon exchange of territories between Israel 
and Palestine in determining the final borders of both states. 

7) The recognition that as Jews and U.S. citizens, we have a 
special responsibility to urge our government to pursue policies 
consistent with the requirements of a just peace for Israel and the 
Palestinian people. 

 

 

	  


