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CHICAGO BRIT TZEDEK SPONSORED EVENTS:

**COME TO EVENTS -- BRING YOUR FRIENDS -- GET THE WORD OUT -- PUBLICIZE EVENTS** 

Thursday, March 10, 7:30p Location TBD. Kol Koleinu/Hear All Voices: Creating a place for all Jews who care about Israel to be heard. Looking at anti-semitism on the left. How to listen to Jews we do not agree with. A discussion and experiental evening facilitated by Cherie Brown, Brit Tzedek Board Member, founder and executive director of the National Coalition Building Institute (NCBI),in Washington, DC.

Friday March 11 8pm. Former Israeli Air Force Captain Yonatan Shapira will speak at KAM Isaiah Israel Congregation, 1100 E. Hyde Park Blvd, Chicago.  A Pilot's Courage to Say "No." Shapira was a senior air force officer for 11 years.  In 2003, he authored a "Pilot's Letter" declaring his refusal to participate in aerial attacks on populated areas in the Palestinian territories; the letter has since been signed by 26 other pilots. For more information contact chicago@btvshalom.org

Next Northside Potluck. Sunday March 27, Schmooze & Nosh at David Blatt's home in Rogers Park.

NATIONAL BRIT TZEDEK CONFERENCE: New York City, Saturday evening, February 19 - Monday, February 21. Israel's Road to Peace: The Role of the American Jewish Community. Join members for a lively weekend with American Jewish, Israeli and Palestinian leaders, as well as grassroots peace activists from across the country. For more information and to register, go to www.btvshalom.org.

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED -- For more information or to volunteer, email chicago@btvshalom.org

*PUBLICITY for Chicago events, BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND YOUR SELF to events, VOLUNTEER to sit at a Brit Tzedek table during events.  

*ADVOCACY WITH LEGISTATORS - with a contingent from the Chicago Chapter, find out where your legislators stand, encourage them to take a stand. 

*THE LISTENING PROJECT. Jews listening to Jews on the subject of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.

*PROSPECTS FOR PEACE (formerly known as The Spirit of Geneva). Presentations at synagogues or in your home.  Host at your home or your synagogue or learn how to present the program.

*HOST A POTLUCK. 

WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON WITH THE CHAPTER?

REPORT FROM HYDE PARK. 13 people attended the January 16th pot luck including some new to Brit Tzedek. Everyone was informed about the new national letter to the President campaign and also we heard from Brit Tzedek Assistant Director and Hyde Park resident Jessica Rosenblum about the upcoming national conference. Lucy Ascoli informed us that the Israel solidarity day will be in the neighborhoods this year, and that Bobby Rush will be speaking in Hyde Park. We want to try to reach him with our positions before he speaks.

REPORT FROM THE NORTH SIDE. 8 people attended the January 30th pot luck.  When we finished "noshing and schmoozing," we used The Listening Project techniques and took turns answering 3 questions about our feelings and thoughts related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  We felt free and safe in expressing our views and felt well listened to by the others. Though all of us in Brit Tzedek have a similar perspective, we learned about our differences and got some new insights from each other and from the process.  After we finished the question and answer session, we discussed how our chapter can use The Listening Project. We agreed that The Listening Project provides a good forum to “take on the road” and present/facilitate at Chicago area synagogues. 

PROSPECTS FOR PEACE PRESENTED AT AM YISRAEL CONGREGATION IN NORTHFIELD. Following a short Friday evening Shabbat service on January 7th, Chicago Chapter Coordinator Ivan Handler gave a presentation on Prospects for Peace.  After the presentation, there was a lively and informative question and answer session.

FROM THE BRIT TZEDEK LEADER'S LISTSERV

Leaders of Brit Tzedek chapters around the coUntry participate in an email listserv.  Chapter leaders report on successes and challenges in their areas and also discuss and debate how to talk about Brit Tzedek and what our positions should be.

Last month (January) one discussion concerned, as one chapter leader put it "serious strategizing about how to positively and effectively communicate our support for a geneva style two state solution." Geneva refers to the Geneva Accord solution negotiated unofficially by Israeli and Palestinian leaders in 2003. And here are a few buzzword/catch phrases from chapter leaders: two contigious and viable states; economically viable; sustainable Israel; or a secure Israel and a viable Palestinian state.  What do you think?  Write to chicago@btvshalom.org with your thoughts on this.

BRIT TZEDEK NATIONAL NEWS


New message from American Jews to the President at http://message.btvshalom.org/t-home1

"Let Brit Tzedek v'Shalom bring your voice to the President, along with that of thousands of other American Jews, calling for a negotiated two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict."

To continue the momentum started with the "Letter to the New President" (done in association with other Jewish organizations), Brit Tzedek is launching our own letter campaign. In part the letter says:

We call on you (the President) to:

* Build on the momentum of the establishment of a national unity government in Israel and successful Palestinian elections to urgently press for an immediate start of final status negotiations leading to a permanent peace agreement between Israel and a newly formed Palestine.

* To this end, invite the leadership of the Palestinian Authority and the Israeli government to the White House for initial separate talks, as a first step in reviving the path to direct negotiations.

* Hold both Israelis and Palestinians accountable for implementation of the first steps of the Road Map, under which Israel is to immediately halt all settlement activities and the Palestinians are to take meaningful steps toward halting violence against Israel.

* In line with your comments following the Palestinian elections, and because optimism about a peaceful and prosperous future leads to political moderation, join with the international community in providing the billions of dollars in emergency aid needed for reconstruction of infrastructure and restoration of civil society in the Palestinian territories.

OTHER (NON BRIT TZEDEK) ANNOUNCEMENTS OF RELEVANT CHICAGO AREA EVENTS

Rabbi DAVID FORMAN, founder of Rabbis for Human Rights is speaking on matters of Human Rights in Israel at the locations with ** below.  Rabbi Forman will be speaking on topics that do not relate to Human Rights at Beth Emet and Sukkat Shalom. Call to confirm times.

**Tues, Feb. 2 7:30pm, Emanuel Congregation,  5959 N. Sheridan Rd, Chicago, 773-561-5173

**Thurs, Feb 4 8:00pm, Temple Chai, 1670 Checker Road, Long Grove, 847-537-1771 

Sat, Feb. 6 10:30AM, Adult Morning Discussion at Congregation Sukkat Shalom, held at the Community Recreation Center (CRC) of Wilmette, 3000 Glenview Road, Wilmette, 847-251-2675 

**Mon, Feb. 7 7:00PM, Lakeside Congregation, 1221 County Line Rd., Highalnd Park, 847-432-7950

Tues, Feb 8 7:30pm, Beth Emet Synagogue, 1224 W. Dempster,Evanston, 847-869-4230

**Thurs, Feb 10 7:30pm, Temple Am Shalom, 840 Vernon Avenue, Glencoe, 847-835-4800

ALL FOR 1 - 1 FOR ALL Interfaith Social Justice Institute for leaders in the Faith Community. Facilitated by Cherie Brown. 2 1/2 day institute Wed March 9 - Friday March 11.  For more information, call 708-748-1112 or see web site www.ncbiillinois.org
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